
The Priority of the Fathers Business 
Luke 2:41-52 

INTRO 

We’ve come to an extraordinary part of Luke’s gospel this morning, we 

have fast-forwarded 12 years and we hear the first and only account of 

Jesus speaking in his first 30 years. Of all the things that Jesus will have 

done and said in the time, that these few verses are all God saw fit to have 

included his word, obviously makes something about this word and what it 

tells us so important. 

 

What is it that could be so important?  

It is the time where Jesus in his human mind was conscious of who he was – 

the son of God. It is the time where we see his first claim to be the son of 

God by his priority to be about his Fathers business 

 

It might be that Luke points out to us the most basic of truths about Christ; 

we know he is the son of God, of course his father’s business would be his 

priority. But what we’ll see today, is that if he is the son of God, and we 

believe he’s the son of God and we follow this son of God, we love the 

word of God, and like him, ‘our’ father’s business1 will set itself as a priority2.  

 

We’ll see the heart of the story is when -Mary and Joseph, frantic and 

anxious to get back to Jerusalem, to find Jesus, are met with an unexpected 

response: (v. 49) “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had 

to be in my Father’s house?” In your NIV you may see a little footnote there 

saying “or about my Fathers business” …preferring… 

 

What was true of Jesus’ priorities for the Father, is true of our priorities for 

the Father. So as we go through this text today be encouraged to be asking 

the Lord what it is he wants to show you, teach you… 

 

READING (Luke 2:41-52) 
41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the 

Passover. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to 

the custom. 43 After the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the 

boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was 

in their company, they travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for him 

among their relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they went back to 

Jerusalem to look for him. * 

                                                           
1 What’s his business? Mission, worship, evangelism, discipleship, fellowship, word… 
2 When are genuine followers of Christ, we are filled with the Spirit, and therefore a natural by-product is the Fathers business. Spirit gives birth to spirit. 



46 After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, 

listening to them and asking them questions. 47 Everyone who heard him was 

amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him, they 

were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? 

Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 49 “Why were you searching 

for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they 

did not understand what he was saying to them.51 Then he went down to Nazareth 

with them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her 

heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. 

Overview 

God has given us this extraordinary account, through Luke the author, for a 

reason and I’m trusting we’ll capture the essence of this.  

We have fast-forwarded 12 years from Jesus’ birth, there are 12 years of 

Jesus’ life tied up in these verses and this is the first and only account of 

Jesus speaking in his first 30 years, and you’ll note v.52 captures 18 years of 

his life, because the next time we hear of Jesus is at his baptism…there is a 

lot going on in these 12 verses! * 

Someone has said that Jesus’ childhood is like a walled garden, the inside of 

which no one has seen. Luke has plucked one flower from inside that garden 

and that’s what we have here.3 

Luke wants us to know more than just that the boy Jesus was God: we’ve 

already heard that by the prophets, Zachariah, the angel told Mary he 

would be the Son of the Most-High, Simeon gave testimony that he was 

God. Rather Luke tells us this to affirm the fact Jesus knew he was God.  

And, so as not to believe that Jesus went through some metamorphosis 

from a human being into God the son. No from the time he was conceived 

of the Spirit in Mary's womb till the time he ascended on high he was fully 

human and fully God.  So right here, will have been one of Luke’s great 

hopes for Theophilus, that he could see this and believe this…so must we… 

The narrative boils down to 2 very simple truths: Jesus is uniquely the Son 

of God, and his priority was to do be in His Father’s house, to do his Fathers 

business, to do His Fathers will, to be about his Fathers mission. 

What is it God wants us to see? Firstly, he wants us to see that… 

1. JESUS IS THE SON OF GOD 

                                                           
3 Larson, B., & Ogilvie, L. J. (1983). Luke (Vol. 26, p. 62). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/prcm26lu?ref=Bible.Lk2.39-52&off=2239&ctx=ce+of+such+stories.+~Someone+has+said+tha


V. 41, 42 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. 

When he was twelve years old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom.  

Mary and Joseph were devout believers. And that commitment to God is 

further evidenced here (Vv. 41, 42 “Every year…”). Except for the fact it was 

compulsory for men and optional for women and children. They were 

faithful, committed believers of God. 

Many families like those of Joseph and Marys would usually only attend 1 

of 34 festivals mainly because of the distance to Jerusalem: in their case a 

(120km) 3-day trip… 

They travelled for Passover – a 7-day celebration/ a remembering of the 

exodus event of Israel from Egyptian captivity (Ex. 12). Now there’s two 

things we need to be particularly mindful of in these 2 verses:  

Luke wanted to help Theophilus see that although it would be Jewish 

leadership that would have Jesus crucified, it was not because Jesus was 

outside Jewish faith, no his whole family were devout worshippers5 

When we get to chapter 4 we’ll begin to see why Jesus was rejected and 

crucified. Luke notes Jesus’ age, 12, on this particular occasion because of 

the unfolding story of Jesus staying behind… 

Let’s take a closer look at v. 42…V. 42 When he was twelve years old, they went 

up to the festival… 

It would be 18 more years before Jesus’ public ministry would begin, so 

why, at age 12? 

Jewish boys go through an intensive preparation in their 12th year, with 

usually the father, teaching their sons the law of God so that when they hit 

13 they are independent young men, responsible and accountable for their 

own actions.…ceremony at the end of the 12th year when the boy becomes 

a "son of the commandment" or today called a bar mitzvah. 

No doubt Joseph being the devout man he was would have been preparing 

Jesus. However, not by any coincidence, this was the time Jesus would 

choose to stay behind in the temple. Demonstrating what? He wasn’t your 

stock standard 12-year-old. He was uniquely the son of God and he himself 

had arrived at that realisation. 

                                                           
4 Tabernacles and Pentecost are the others. See Ex. 23:14-17; 34:22-23; Deut. 16:16 
5 The Son of God at 12 Years Old | Desiring God 

https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-son-of-god-at-12-years-old


V. 43 – 45 After the festival was over, while his parents were returning home, the boy 

Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. Thinking he was in their 

company, they travelled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their 

relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they went back to Jerusalem to look 

for him. 

Come on guys, how do you lose the son of God?! So this would be like 

driving from here to Auckland, going shopping for the day, then looking in 

the mirror to discover you’d left your child home alone in Hamilton. Except 

in Mary and Josephs case, not quite as simple as gassing it back to 

Jerusalem in 1 ½ hrs… 

Safe to say Joseph and Mary were not neglectful parents. Evidently they 

trusted Jesus. If he’d been an irresponsible kid, they’d have kept a closer on 

him. 

Jesus intentionally stayed behind, no coincidence, not by accident…to 

demonstrate who he was…uniquely the son of God… 

In a cupboard at home we have albums full of photos of the kids through all of 

their growing up years, that tell a story of their young lives, not just one photo, 

imagine that! But here God - through Luke - has given us this one snapshot. 

One “flower” from the garden. It’s that important!! 

God the son, in the womb…the manger…in the temple…on the cross…. here 

now!...6 

 

2. *JESUS LOVED THE WORD OF GOD 

Then we see in v. 46, 3 days later, they find “their” 12-year-old son sitting 

with all the spiritual heavyweights; listening, asking questions, eager to 

learn and grow. So much so - v. 47, people “were amazed at…his answers”7  

Vv. 46, 47 set off all sorts of trains of thought. One being: if Jesus was God 

the son (IS), why, even at this point did he not know everything? Answer: 

even though he was fully God, he was fully human too. Even though he was 

God, the son, scripture tells us (Phil. 2:6, 7) “he emptied himself…” not giving up 

his deity, but laying his glory.8 Jesus did not know the day or hour of his 

return (Matt. 24:36).  Though God, it didn’t preclude him from growing in his 

knowledge of the things of God just like any other person9. 

                                                           
6 C.S. Lewis famously said there are 3 options about Jesus’ claims of himself; he is a lair, a lunatic or he is Lord… 
7Amazed = “to be or become astounded to such a degree as to nearly lose one’s mental composure” 
8 NIV Bible study note 
9 Some might say though God, as a man, he was able to restrain his omniscience?  



And one of those areas was his love for the law, he loved the word. People 

were amazed at Jesus’ knowledge, spiritual depth and healthy curiosity. 

There’ll be further examples in a moment but here, I see Jesus setting the 

example of a priority we are to imitate, that being our love for the Lord and 

our love, and time, and impetus and knowledge of the word are the same.10 

Phil. 2:5 our attitude “should be the same as Jesus…” * 

Ps. 119:47, 48 I delight in your commands because I love them. I reach out for your 

commands, which I love, that I may meditate on your decrees 

Jesus was eager to learn about God. I feel enormously challenged by Jesus’ 

example here: the equivalent today, is to be avid students of the word of 

God. So we might increase in wisdom and understanding of God.  

I would urge you, to love the word of God. To love the word of God is to 

believe it is absolutely essential to help us grow in our love for God. The 

word is food for our soul, it is a sword, it judges the thoughts and attitudes 

of our hearts, it keeps us pure (Ps. 119:9), it strengthens, it heals and it 

saves (James 1:2111). 

Packer - Disregard the study of God, and you sentence yourself to stumble and blunder 

through life blindfolded, as it were, with no sense of direction and no understanding of 

what surrounds you. This way you can waste your life and lose your soul. 

 

3. *JESUS LOVED HIS FATHERS BUSINESS 

V. 48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, 

why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for 

you.” 

And now we come to the heart of the story. This incident in the Temple is a 

turning point in His relationship with them. A worried Mary asks Jesus why 

he has caused them such anxiety. We have the word “anxiously” in our 

bibles, but what they experienced was “distress to the point of mental and 

spiritual agony”, pain.12 

Did Mary know when she was in pain searching for Jesus, that this was 

perhaps a foreshadowing of a greater pain ahead when Jesus is painfully 

crucified, yet 3 days later raised from the dead. 

 

                                                           
10 How do we know God outside of his word? 
11 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you.22 Do not merely listen to the word, 

and so deceive yourselves 
12 LOGOS BSL 



And out of frustration Mary asks “Why have you treated us like this?” … 

Now I’m not being critical of Mary, we can feel her pain and frustration. This 

was a devout family. But the fact remains they misunderstood, Jesus (see 

v.50) 

The more I’ve thought about Marys frustrated question the more I’ve 

realised that this – perhaps in different ways – is what we ask of Jesus and 

how we ask. And faith, becomes frustration13. “Why did you let that happen, 

why am I going through this, why is this painful, why have you not done 

what I asked of you…” 

 

Mary echo’s the voice of the person who misunderstands Jesus. You see 

Jesus is misunderstood when we expect him to do what we expect him to 

do. We so often have an expectation that Jesus would fit into our ideals our 

paradigms. We can be confused, anxious and frustrated like Mary and 

Joseph were. Or, 100% confident in who we are, who we belong to, whose 

business we are about. Understanding Jesus means understanding there is 

order to our kingdom thinking… 

 

This is “Father in heaven hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 

done”, it is “seek his kingdom first and his righteousness” above all else… 

V. 49 “Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in 

my Father’s house?” 

Here we have reached the defining verse of this passage…For the first time 

in the gospel, Jesus speaks and informs His parents that despite their 

frustrations His relationship with His Heavenly Father must take priority. 

There was no question in Jesus’ mind that he had done the wrong thing or 

that he was being disrespectful to his earthly parents. As far he was 

concerned he had his priorities in order. 

In fact, the latter part of this verse has a ring of rebuke about it: “didn’t you 

know…” Almost suggesting that Mary and Joseph by what they knew of 

Jesus ought to have known instinctively, that’s where he’d be. 

You’ll notice Jesus says here “I had to be in my Father’s house?” 

Even though he loved him, it wasn’t Josephs ‘house’, but His (my) Father’s 

house, “about my Fathers business”. The reason this is a preferred translation, is 

that Jesus is referring less to a physical place, and more to a spiritual 

                                                           
13 Can faith in Christ and frustration at Christ co-exist? 



commitment, that is, consciously placing Gods affairs above his own/ our 

own; not my will, but your will be done…  

What I want to encourage us to hear this morning, is that one of the 

toughest things we face as Christians is the balance between our love and 

commitment to our family, and honouring our family, with, our love and 

commitment to God. We see Jesus himself faced this same challenge, but it 

was, with a primary obligation of love and commitment to God, first. 

 

It’s not just family, any “business”, anything we are involved in or do is 

always to be carefully and prayerfully considered whether we are about 

Gods business first. When do Gods priorities for me, take precedence over 

the things I think are important. Always! 

(Luke 9:57-62) As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow 

you wherever you go.” Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son 

of Man has no place to lay his head. ”He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he 

replied, “Lord, first let me go and bury my father.” Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury 

their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” Still another said, “I will 

follow you, Lord; but first let me go back and say goodbye to my family.” Jesus 

replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the 

kingdom of God. 

Jesus is not saying family are unimportant, rather he is saying that nothing 

ought to pull us back or draw us away from the priority of the work of the 

kingdom, including family commitments. 

 

Following Jesus and making Gods business our priority will make us 

different to others. In fact, being about our Fathers business will place us 

into all sorts of predicaments. That’s the cost of following Christ. Remember 

Stephanie from Barnabus Fund and her message about the persecuted 

church and how many Christians die every year for standing up for Christ. 

Your decisions…Fathers Business…will be different, unpopular, controversial 

and, misunderstood. 

a. My decision to become a Christian, unpopular… 

b. Stop playing rugby, to serve the Lord, misunderstood… 

Putting God first when it comes to family and friends is not without 

complications and implications. However, I want to suggest to you God’s 

plans and purposes come first, even if it conflicts with our family’s dreams 

and values and desires for us. We are called to love our family (NB: v. 51…), 

but above all, we honour God.  

 



Even though Jesus was/is the son of God he models for us how we weigh 

our decisions and priorities. Is this seeking Gods kingdom first? Is the 

Fathers Business first? Does this put Christ first? What are we doing and 

involved in where we need to say like Jesus, “I had to be in my Father’s 

House”?  

 

We know there are all sorts of priorities that compete for our time and 

resources. When our Fathers Business is our top priority it is when nothing 

interrupts, or inhibits, or prohibits, or is more a priority, than, our worship, 

our fellowship, our service and our love and study of the word. 

 

What we see in Luke is that when Jesus Christ is our Lord and Saviour it 

changes everything about who we are and how we live our lives. The old 

has gone for the new! It is literally applying an “I have to be, or I had to be…” 

attitude to God. 

 

We actually see in the exchange between Mary and Jesus a reflection of the 

conflicting values of the voice of the world and the voice of God. The world 

is saying: “why are you treating us like this? God is saying: “be about my business, 

hear my voice, listen to voice, speak my truths, live by my truths, seek my kingdom 

first” 

To make His priorities ours comes at a great cost, doesn’t it.  

 

4. Conclusion 

God through Luke has given us this snapshot of Jesus at 12 not by any 

coincidence. As the unique son of God his mission required of him a 

priority for the Fathers business as precedence, above all, including the 

closest family ties. And that he was to follow that calling, despite inevitable 

pain and misunderstanding. This was Luke setting the stage foreshadowing 

Jesus’ ministry as an adult 18 years from this point, a painful 3-day vigil of 

Mary and Josephs, becoming 3 days of Christ’s crucifixion to resurrection. 

We’ll learn more about that, from chapter 3.14 

 

Jesus is the son of God, Jesus loved the word of God 

 

Jesus loved (to be about) his Fathers business…Will We? 
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