
Fairfield Baptist Church 

Sunday 6th September 2020 
(Lock Down Service) 

Generosity / Giving 

 

Series on ‘The Church’ 

Had    – Prayer – Spiritual Gifts – Mission 

Yet to Have   – One-another’s - The Lords Table – Worship  

Today    - Generosity / Giving 

 

Prayer 

 

Born to be generous 

Born to give 

Born again to be very generous 

Born again to be rich in our generosity  

This is what makes personal life, family life, church life, life in general work. 

Two classic chapters in the NT. On this subject.  

2 Corinthians 8 + 9 

 

Context of 2 Corinthians chapters 8 and 9. 

 

Paul is writing to the Church at Corinth and talking in particular about the collection for the saints in 

Jerusalem who were very poor. 

He spoke of the rich generosity of the churches in Macedonia and used then as an example. 

 

Macedonia was northern Roman province of Greece. Paul’s reference was to the churches at Philippi, 

Thessalonica and Berea. This was basically an impoverished province that had been ravished by many wars 

and, even then, was being plundered by Roman authority and commerce.  

 

Here Paul provides for us the richest and most detailed model of Christian generosity and giving in the NT. 

 

The Macedonian believers were rich in their single-minded, selfless generosity to God and to others.  

 

Yet these believers were described as being very very poor. 

 

Bible Reading 

2 Corinthians 8:1-15 

 

Giving in Israel’s history. 

 

To adequately understand Paul’s dynamic teaching of grace giving we need to understand earlier Biblical 

instruction to Israel. 

 

 



The Lord’s Tithe 

10% of all the people’s produce and animals was to given to the Levites. 

The Lord’s tithe was to perpetuate ministry. 

A man who did not pay was robbing God – Mal 3:8 

 

The Festival Tithe 

10% had to be given for an annual celebration. 

The festival tithe was to build religious celebration and mutual community in God’s people. 

The two tithes together comprised a substantial economic bite – a mandatory 20%. 

 

The Poor Tithe 

10% every three years = 3.3% per year. 

This provided for the social welfare of those who could not provide for themselves.  

The total was now 23% per year. 

But also people were charged to refrain from harvesting the corners of their fields or picking all the grapes 

from the vine yard. This was to leave gleanings for the poor. 

The bottom line was this: God’s people were required to give a minimum of 25% a year. 

 

Grace Giving 

We might think that 25% is the limit. But this is the point where heart giving took over – grace giving – 

nonrequired offerings – free will offerings. There were first fruits offerings and freewill offerings. 

 

Paul’s example of the Churches in Macedonia.  

 

Three principles of Generosity from 2 Corinthians 8:1-15. 

 

Principle One. 

God is Generous. God is Kind    V1 

God was working through them.    V1 

They were very poor.      V2 

They had extreme poverty and sever trials   

Abundant Overflowing Joy       

Rich generosity        

 

Such a contrast to us today – we live on the credit card 

‘Buying things we do not need with money we do not have to impress people we do not like.’ 

 

The Grace of Giving 

Giving is a grace – a gift – a privilege.  

  

V1 the grace 

V4  the privilege 

V6 this act of grace – the ministry of giving 

V7 this grace of giving 

V9 the grace 



 

“Giving is a “grace” as it demonstrates that God has met your needs and that His grace has inclined you to 

give to others.” ~ Kent Huges 

 

Creation 

God’s generosity is all around us in the world. 

Colour, light, sound, air, taste, smell, enjoyment.  

Daily Provision 

  Physical needs 

  Spiritual Needs 

 

“God made all of His creation to give. He made the sun, the moon, the stars, the clouds, the earth, the 

plants to give. He also designed His supreme creation, man, to give. But fallen man is the most reluctant 

giver in all of God’s creation.” ~ John MacArthur 

 

Each other 

  Ethnicity – colour – origin 

  Ability – capability – giftedness 

  Size - Shape – height – weight 

 

Salvation 

  New Birth 

  Living Hope    1 Peter 1:4 

  Forgiveness    Eph 4:32 

  Inheritance 

  Home in heaven  

  Members of His body the Church 

  We have been made rich 

 

God in His generosity gave His only Son for you and I. 

Jesus Christ in His obedience went to the cross and gave His life for you and I. 

Christ became poor so you and I through faith in Him might become rich. 

 

This the greatest, the ultimate example of generosity, of giving. 

 

Love Gives 

Love ever 

gives, forgives, outlives, 

and ever stands 

with open hands, 

for while it lives, it gives. 

For this is love's prerogative— 

to give, and give, 

and give." 

~ John Oxenham 



 

“You can always give without loving, but you can never love without giving.”  ~Amy Carmichael 

 

“Giving is true having.” ~ Charles H. Spurgeon 

 

The Song Because He Lives 

God Sent His Son, They Called Him Jesus 

He Came To Love, Heal And Forgive 

He Lived And Died To Buy My Pardon 

An Empty Grave Is There To Prove My Saviour Lives 

Because He Lives, I Can Face Tomorrow 

Because He Lives, All Fear Is Gone 

Because I Know He Holds The Future 

And Life Is Worth The Living, Just Because He Lives 

 

Three elements of the Macedonian grace/freewill giving. 

 

They gave according to their ability 

Giving is proportionate – God has no fixed amount or % 

Giving is based on what you have. 

 

They gave beyond their ability – Giving is sacrificial  

God’s people are to give according to what they have, yet it must be in proportions that are 

sacrificial. 

 

“He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” ~ Jim Elliot  

 

“Generosity is impossible apart from our love of God and of His people. But with such love, generosity not 

only is possible but inevitable.” ~ John MacArthur 

 

 

They gave freely and willingly 

Lit = ‘one who chooses his own course of action’ 

Giving is voluntary – God’s people are not to give out of compulsion, manipulation or intimidation.  

 

Freewill giving has always been part of God’s plan. 

Freewill giving, we must not confuse it with tithing, which related to the national taxation system of Israel. 

It is paralleled in the NT and the present by paying taxes. 

 

 

Principle Two. 

We must give ourselves first to the Lord.       V5 

 

Not a matter of how much I give to the Lord – I give Him everything. 

 

https://gracequotes.org/author-quote/jim-elliot/


Bible Reading – Romans 12:1-2 

A Living Sacrifice to God 

12 And so, dear brothers and sisters,[a] I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has 

done for you.  

Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship 

him.[b]  
2 Don’t copy the behaviour and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by 

changing the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and 

perfect. 

 

Quote =  

“Generous giving follows personal dedication. “ 

 

The most obvious lesson in Christ’s teaching is that there is no happiness in having or getting anything, but 

only in giving.  ~ Henry Drummond 

 

Bible Reading at home  -  2 Corinthians 9:1-15 

 

Principle Three. 

 

We must give ourselves to each other with eager willingness.   V5,11 

Giving was to be in accordance with God’s will 

 

Giving to each other is what God wants us to do. 

We are to give to Him and then give to each other.  

 

This is what Christianity does – giving.  

It is a giving faith. It is a giving belief system.  

 

Many ways we give in generosity to each other  

Time 

  Material resources 

  Money  

  Hospitality  

  Friendship 

  Encouragement 

 

Time, energy, resources.  

Time, talents, treasures. Prayers, Friendship 

 

Quote =  

“Willingness is the motive for true generosity” ~ Anon 

He, who gives what he would as readily throw away, gives without generosity; for the essence of generosity 

is in self-sacrifice. ~ Jeremy Taylor 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Romans+12%3A1-2+&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28208a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=+Romans+12%3A1-2+&version=NLT#fen-NLT-28208b


Generosity is impossible apart from our love of God and of His people. But with such love, generosity not 

only is possible but inevitable. ~ John MacArthur 

 

Giving is itself a gift, a spiritual gift from God.  V7-8 

Romans 12:8 

The right use of this divine, this spiritual gift, is to give generously.  

 

Quote =  

“It is so simple: When all one has, is given to God, giving to others becomes the natural reflex of the soul.” ~ 

Kent Hughes 

 

Ill =  

Uncle Frank – missionary for over 40 years in Africa. 

He gave away anything that was given to him. 

God will supply my needs. 

 

Ill =  

Best farmers on the plains near Hope years ago. 

Covenanted with God to give a set amount regardless of how the farm went. 

 

“Others” 

Lord help me live from day to day 

In such a self-forgetful way 

That even when I kneel to pray 

My prayer shall be for – Others. 

And when my work on earth is done 

And my new work in heaven’s begun 

May I forget the crown I’ve won 

While thinking still of – Others. 

Others, Lord, yes others 

Let this my motto be 

Help me to live for others 

That I may live like Thee. 

By Charles D. Meigs (written sometime between 1890 and 1902 

To give to God I must give to others 

 

Salvation      2 Cor 9:15 

 

  New Birth    John 3 

  Living Hope    1 Peter 

  Forgiveness    Eph 4:32 

  Inheritance  

  Members of His body the Church  Romans 12, Eph 4 

  Overflowing Grace 

  Enthusiasm     2 Cor 8:16 



Conclusion 

 

By way of conclusion I ask you three questions and make an offer. 

The questions. 

 

Have you accepted the ‘Gift of Salvation?’ 

 

Have you given yourself totally to God? 

 

How can you best give to others Christians? Non-Christians? 

 

The Offer 

 The Booklet – ‘Gift of Life’. 

 

 Contact me through the Church office at 

  Fairfield Baptist Church. 

 Leave your contact details at the office. 


