
 

 
 

Covid-19 FBC ANNOUNCEMENT 6.0 
8th April 2020 

Greetings FBC church family, 

For many of us this Easter season and this Easter weekend will be unlike any 

we’ve experienced before. Not least because we can’t physically be in the 

same space to reflect, remember and worship together. That’s what some of 

us will be missing the most – I know I am! But you know what, I can dwell on 

these types of feelings, I can dwell on the negatives, and lost opportunities, 

and not being able to get out for a coffee, my mind can get completely 

carried away…or I can very intentionally direct my focus onto Christ. I, need 

to do that. Every now and again I need a little push, a little team talk to 

myself. 

It’s hard, it is lonely, it is frustrating but what do you need to do to reflect, 

remember and worship Christ, this Easter time? When I consider my own 

thoughts and feelings at present I’m mindful of Jesus in the garden at 

Gethsemane. For me this is one of the most powerful and profound moments 

in all scripture. 

(see Matt. 26) …he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to 

them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here 

and keep watch with me.” 

Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and prayed, “My 

Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not as I will, but as 

you will.” 

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Couldn’t you 

men keep watch with me for one hour?” he asked Peter. “Watch and pray so 

that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 

He went away a second time and prayed, (v.42) “My Father, if it is not 

possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may your will be done.” 

One of the most powerful and profound moments in all scripture. Why? Jesus 

knows what he has to go through, he knows he must “drink this cup”, this 

sorrow and suffering, for the salvation of who might believe. Despite what he 

knows will happen, despite his feelings – yes feelings, he’s fully man – despite 

his frustrations – are you guys still sleeping, c’mon! – he still says: “yet not as I 

will, but as you will (v. 39) …. may your will be done” (v. 42) 

So as we reflect on, and remember and worship Christ, this Easter time. Can 

we borrow from what Jesus said in the garden: yet not as I will, but as you will. 

 

 

 

 



Update 

We heard from Martin Carter this week that Sheila Munro has gone to be with 

the Lord, she was 89. Sheila attended Fairfield Baptist Church from 2008 

(appx.) to 2016 and her daughter Fiona Carter and Martin attended Fairfield 

Baptist from 2013-2016. 

Monica’s brother David has also passed away in the last few days. Our 

thoughts and prayers are with you and your family Monica. 

ALL prayer needs for the prayer chain can continue as normal and can be 

directed through Louise. 

There’s a fair bit happening this week: 

- Good Friday, 9am log on to our church website to view some special 

reflections from a few of our church folk 

- Then at 9.30am we’d love you to join us, by ZOOM, for a live 

communion service (that link will sent to you separately). Be 

encouraged to join us for this and be prepared with your equivalent of 

the bread and cup. 

- Resurrection Sunday. Log onto our website @ 10am for this week’s 

message. 

- Youth are connecting by ZOOM at 11am, also on Sunday. 

Communications. Have an urgent grocery or pharmacy run – we have a 

system set up ready to serve you. We’re asking that ALL calls please go to 

Gaylene Morgan through the office phone (07-8555 469). 

Prayer 

Pray for the prayer team and pastoral care team members… 

Martin and Fiona and family… 

Monica and family… 

Prayer for our GF service and Sunday… 

Continued prayer for our nation, leaders, medical experts… 

 

In Christ alone my hope is found, He is my light, my strength, my song 

This cornerstone, this solid ground, firm through the fiercest drought and storm 

What heights of love, what depths of peace, when fears are stilled, when strivings cease 

My comforter, my all in all, here in the love of Christ I stand (In Christ Alone – CCLI #3350395) 

 

Blessings on all 

Ross and Karyn 

 

 

 

Office 07 855 5469 

Ross and Karyn Woodhouse 027 692 0726 Or 021 437 803 

Louise McLachlan 027 323 5372 Or 07 855 1034 

David McMillan 021 180 5200 Or 07 854 0844 
 
 
 


